
GRAND JURY HEARS 
FERR1E ROOMMATE 

MA R 3 0 19 67 
Martens Abo Speaks to 
District Attorney 


By CLARENCE DOUCET 
Lavton Martens , a roommate 
of David W. Fenie in 1963 
when a c onspiracy to mur der 
President tfg jm F. Kennedy^ as 
allegedly plotted here was 
closeted with Djstrirt Attorney 
.lim Garrison and the Orleans 
Parish Grant! Jury for 90 min- 


utes Wednesday afternoon. 

Martens, 24, said in a 
formal statement prior to his 
appearance before the panel 
that he personally Is under 
no suspicion of any criminal 
activity. 

He had arrived at the DA’s 
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office about 1:15 p. m., accom- “Under no suspicion.” 
panied by his attorney, „ Milton 
Brener, who was also with him 
'’tldring the time he was ques- 
tioned before the grand jury. 


OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 


In other developments in Gar- 
rison’s expanding investigation 
into the alleged conspiracy: 
—A n attempt by Gordon 
Novel, peg ged as m aterial 
witness, to ha ve a war rant for 
his arresj invalidated was de- 
AictLlEy, jCriminal _ifistrict 
Court Judge Edwa rd A. Hag- 
gerty Jr . 

— Novel’s attorney, who filed 
the motion to quush Lite arrest 
warrant, was given 48 hours to 
file an appeal of the ruling with 
the Louisiana Supreme Court. 

—In Omaha, Neb., .Mrs. Lil - 
lie Mae McMaincs dec idel_pot 
m agree l mmedi ately~to„return 
to N' Qw Orleans to an swer ques- 
tions. Although the 22-year-old 
fonher New Orleans woman 
had indicated a desire to “get 
the thing over with,” she in- 
dicated Wednesday that she 
w anted to obtain legal advice d 



A warrant for Mrs. McMaines' 
arrest had been issued in New 
Orleans and forwarded to Oma- 
ha, where authorities Issued a 
warrant for her arrest as a 
fugitive. She was released on ? 

$1,000 bond. 

—Garrison acknowledged that] 
there have been threats on his 
life since he .launched the in- 
vestigation, but he declined towas himself shot t» death on 
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iay be taking. On Tuesday, the 
ederal Bureau of Investigation 
miirmed that a threat had 
jen reported by an FBI office 
i Georgia. New Orleans police 
ere contacted and they report* 
Uy asked Garrison if he want* 
1 additional protection. 

FERRIE’S ROOMMATE 
Martens was a roommate of 
errie at the latter’s apartment 
l 3330 Louisiana ave. pkwy. 
iring the fall of 1963. 

Perry Raymond Russo, who 
las been Garrison's star wit- 
acss thus far, claims that it 
nos nt that apartment In inid- 
Scptembcr, 1963 that Ferric. 
Lee Harvey Oswald and Clay 
L. Shaw plotcd to murder 
Kennedy. 

Ferrie died last Feb. 22. Os- 
wald, who was named by the 
residential commission ap- 
olnted to investigate the as- 
assination, as the lone killer, 


Shaw, 54-y e a Kid former 
managing director cf the Inter- 
national Trade Mart, was ar- 
rested last Mar:h 1 for par- 
ticipating in tte alleged con- 
spiracy. 

HELD FOR TRIAL 
A four-daylong preliminary 
hearing for Slaw was held and 
a three-judfe court decided 
there was probable cause to 
hold Shaw £>r trial. 

The forirer roommate Mart- 
ens issted this statement 
Wednesday: 

‘I am here in response to a 
subpena to appear berorc the 
grand .Wry. 1 am cooperating 
nuw as l have consistently co- 
operated in the past. 

“Ir my presence, my at- 
tormy was advised by the 
district attorney’s office that 


torney, was no t lound by 
guidelines set by jtdge “Hffg- 
'gerty as on attenpt to pre- 
y gnTprCj ildlcTal pqjjicity con; 
cernfng Shaw's trid. 

G arris on saidjt v as h is opin- 
i oiTTHat f ^Yhe iudts was just 
making a suggestlo fLWJUJLbe- 
hnn^Rinot t h e y pHririinp* The, 
Dlslnct Atlnr^py make any 
staTements Jie_ wishes. ’ * 

The question was apparently 
prompted by statenentLb)Laiu. 
thor-lawyer Mark La“~ •" u ' s tm 


criminal acthdty whatever.* 
- » At; far as we have been in- 
[I fornted, the DA is interested 
!| only in my knowledge of ccr- 


to him 

CONVICTIONS FORECAST 

Lane has sai<L_hc b elieve s 

( ; u r risim wflT obt ain con v ic t ions 
and (hi.il his evidence will shake 
ifiTeountry from roast to toast. 

Mea nwhile. _anp the r_ - states 
ment by Lane that the al- 
lcg ed conspiracy probably in- 


dist'ici attorney s oiuce mai r " v „ ' r 

I on not suspected of any^volved antl-Ca.stro^C ub^n s 
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N will speak on 


iwas himself shot to death on 
(Nov. 24, 1963. in Dallas, Texas, 
j Shaw, 54-yeai-dd former 
.managing director of the Inter- 
national Trade Mart, was ar- 
rested last MarJh 1 for par- 
ticipating in Lhs alleged con- 
spiracy. 

HELD fOR TRIAL 

- A four-day-t'ong preliminary 
hearing for Slaw was held and 
a three-judje court decided 
there was probable cause to 
thold Shaw for triaL 

* The former roommate Mart- 
ens issued this statement' 
Wednesday: 

- "I am here in response 
tsubpena to appear before the 
tgrand jury. I am cooperating 
jiow as I have consistently co- 
operated in the past. 

“la my presence, my at- 
torney was advised by the 
district attorney’s office that 
I sm not suspected of any 
criminal activity whatever. 
As far as we have been In- 
formed, the DA is interested 
only in my knowledge of cer- 
tain individuals in the case. 

“On the advice of my at- 
torney, however, at the present 
time ’ I will make no public 
statement about the matter un- 
der investigation by the dis- 
trict attorney’s office.” 
GARRISON’S ARRIVAL 
Garrison arrived at his__flli ' 
f i cfTshorUy before MarU- ns ? He] j 
was met oy wfflard E. HdlKirl- 
sgn. an bmcial uf P'uih aM 


torncy, was no t lonnd b y 
guidclines“ser hv jrdgc Hag* 
"gerty as an attempt to pre- 
vcnrpTg'-iudTcTal prolicit y con- 
cerning SBn w’V trial. 

Garrison said it vas h is opm - 
ioiT th at'^The judge was just 


Consequences, a p rivate g rt.iip 

s?TTipTr^ancF7$0^ a l 

probe. 

T hj nA f after Robertson had 
left, w as asked about a state- 
ment tha t he. ns distr ict 51 


- — -icT Att« rn »}Y make anv 

staTfmeitfs he_ wishes.” 

The question was apparently, 
prompted by statei*eJits-fo£-au«. 

in TTeVv^ Orleans aiijwfiq says 

nT Tlf1 ^ hir 

( to him. 

t0 a ^Evictions forecast 

Lan e has said hp believe s 
Gar rison will obtain convictions 
a n j That his evide nce will shake' 
Hr^rUn> from cflasLtjLCoast. 

Me anwhile, another states- 

men t by Lane t hat the al- 
leged conspira cy~ probably in- 
volved anti-Castro C u b a ns 
drew quick criticism Tr o m 
Bri MsBS i The B5£ nr - 
leans_^ resale to me Cu ba!) 
student Directorate. 

Brmgtiier saiefthere is notjh.e 
slightest possibility that anti- 
CaslfoXbbar^~lVg re~rhvMVga~Th 
th eTresident^T dealir 



The argument was centered 
on a statement in the affidavit 
that there was good reason to 
believe Novel was in Columbus, 
Ohio. 

The affidavit was amend- 
ed to say simply that there 
were good grounds to fear 
that Novel would depart the 
state or be taken from the 
jurisdiction of the court. 

In denying the motion to 
quash. Judge Haggerty ex- 
pressed the opinion that the 
state haa proceeded properly. 

He also Said that if Novel * 1 
returns to the jurisdiction of 
the court he will reduce his 
bond or release him on his own 
recognizance. 

During his absence from the 
city, Novel has been quoted as 
blasting Garrison’s probe, 
claiming it is a fraud. 

LANE BLASTED 
Brmier. inJs fc rap ping , of 
Lane, charged that the anti* 


Ca stro conspiracy theory has 
be en advanc ed by Commun ists . 
mr^rMavrc try ing to confuse world opin- V 


He also said that he is going 
to forward to the House Un- 


Amcrican Activities Committee 
a report “telling them the whole 
truth as far as I know'TT irr re- 
gard tir thc- Garrison investiga- 
tion. 

Bringuier said he believes 
that “some time ago there had 
been going on some un-Ameri- 
can activities” in New Orleans. 

He asserted that Lane was 


MRS. LILLIE MAE M’MAINES 
Arrested iu Omaha, posts bond, 

tered into the probe by Russo 
who testified during Shaw’s pre- 
liminary hearing that she had 
gone with him (Russo) to Fer- 
rie’s apartment the night of the 
alleged conspiratorial meeting. 

She has denied this, although 
admitting to having once been 
in love with Russo. She says 
she did meet Ferrie, but it was 
not until 1965. 


‘unreliable ?’ 

Mrs. McMaines’ name was en- 
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ion. 

~ Martens did not make any 
comment following his appear- 
ance before the grand jury. 

He along with Ferrie and 
Alvin R. Bcaubocuf were ar- 
rested by Garrison two days 
after the assassination. They 
were questioned by the DA’s 
office and they made state- 
ments to federal authorities 
and then were released. 
Bcaubocuf has inherited Fer- 
ric’s estate, and Hugh B. Exni* 
cios, Beauboeuf’a attorney, says 


When she wa s taken into jCJ05 | 3e ,i„ oogux a UUW uc/, auva 
custody in Omaha on Tuesday, hc ”( 0 0 w that David 

hearing was set for April jf err i e had n o connection with 


conspiring to assassinate the 
president.” 

An official in the DA's office 
has said that the trial of Shaw 
and others” is three to six 
months away. 




25 on her extradition in the 
event she decides to fight the 
attempt to get her before the 
local grand jury. 

However, Omaha officials as 
well as Mrs. McMaines indicate 
she will come here on her own 
accord. She has said she would 
like her 48-year-old husband. 
Howard, to accompany her when 
she comes. 

While Judge llaggerly de- 
nied the motion to quash the 
capias for Novel’s arrest, his 
I whereabouts remained a mys- 

I tery. Plotkin, his attorney, re 
fused to comment on where he 
is. 

SEVERAL REPORTS | 
The 29-year-old Novel re- 
portedly sold his business in- 
terest,* a night club at 800 N. 
Rampart, on March 19 and 
left the city. He has since been 
reported as having been in Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, Chicago, 111., and 
McLean, Va. 

The district attorney’s of- 
fice had obtained a motion 
and order for Novel’s arrest 
on March 23 on the basis of 
an affidavit charging him 
with being a material wit- 
ness. 

The DA's office claims Novel 
was scheduled to appear before 
the grand jury on March 22 but 
failed to appear. 

Plotkin said at the hearing 
that the state was proceeding 
under the wrong article of the 
criminal code in obtaining the 
arrest warrant (capias), and 
when Asst. DA James L. Al- 
cock moved to amend the affi- 
davit on which the capias was 
issued, which the judge ap- 
proved, Plotkin objected stren- 
uously, claiming the state was 
“playing fast and loose with 


